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., man of-quality; (propoſed. to,and:made bya 


Reverend and earned Divine living in'Zoxdon) : con- 
cerning the ſettlement or -abolition-of-Tirhes by'thie Parſia- 

. ment, which cauſed kim-to.doubt how 'todiſpole ofhis/Sonne 

. whomhe had defigned forthe Miniſtrey:wherein alls ate egm-! 
- Priſed fome-Animadverſions: npon-a late lictle pampilet cal- 
ted, The Conntryes plea againſt Tithesdiſcovering the ipriorant: 
miſtakings of the)Authors of jt, zouching the maintenance ofthe Miniſtery. 
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= Hquph it were high preſumption for a private: man,as 1 
am, to preſfage what ſo wiſe a Senate as the Parliament 
will doe for the future, either in point of Tithes, or 
| . .__any other affaire of ſopublike concernment, yet Thope 
I may, without reaching-above my:line, take -upon-meto tel} 
you, that the groundof your doubt touching their alicnationof 
Tirhes from theMiniſtery,(which I ſhall bripg in its proper place) 
is but ſachas will ſerye rather to beare up a tranſient ſuſpicion or 
ſurmiſe of ſuch a matter, then a ſettled aflurance that it either is 
ſo already, or that hereafter it will beſo,.- For the firſt}. Thar it 
z50t ſo, Tamfſure; becauſe, | -- |, 7 003-10t 41519 307 £77 
_ T1, 'They havepaſkd an Ordinance for the Miniſters recovery 
of Tithes, and other. Miniſteriall dues from-fuch as doe deraine 
them, November 8: 1644, which is ſtill in: force; through the 


influence ofcheir powerand favour... /.75 1 Lon 
-. 3» They have made competent. additions tovery manylivings 


out of impropriated Tithes-in.thethagds off Delinquentg;and this 


they have done with ſo. much cheerefulneſſe, and beneficence dn 
the Miniſters behalfe, by the Committee for plundred Miniſters, 
that many have _cauſe to blefle God for. them as their great Pa- 
trons, :and benefatars fox;that manner of maintenance; where- 
1nithey: have dohe-bey ad and above any Pacliament that'were 
a0. * 7 before 


2 An Appendix. 
before them, and they continue and perſiſt in the making of —_ 


pet diOne,':2 oxaive dyller KY £d CR  eefiches: | 


which by the inftin& and nies o men of unkound _ 
ples ang quier \dinicaheyeDevaoc pp! O80 thee: 


For t Fror- they-will orgy y in time to 
dit; Mens Eros Are RI Eder, of 
very great 

Though they have Rnd the wicof Biſhops lands and 
Fevenues,! in their Ordinance obNovember 26. :x646, for that 
parPoſe, they haveimade- an efpediuibetception withteſpeR'ro 
the maiutenance of Miniſters in theſe s, Exceptparſomges 
road rh tithes, tithes approfriates edlivin, 0bVOutuons, Por - 


tions of tithes, bes, purſovages, Vicarages, Churthes, Chuppels, advor- 
fons, donatives, nomination, rights of patronage and preſentation, 

In excepting the right of patronage, they meane neithey to 
teave it ro'thr power df the people to chooſe what Minifterahey 
pleaſe, (and che prattice of the Honourdbte: Conimtiieceffor phun- 
dred Miniſters fheweth the 'fante, 'forthey und phace 
Miniſters 'very ofcen without the petitions of xhepeople, and 
ſomerimos againſt them, 'us'their wiſedome ſeetheaiſe; 7andiit 
were not fo, mahyw Wu 6 oſeſhth us ſer tobe: -Þat: out 
1gaihe,). Nor to pur the Mitiiſters'on'the voluntary penſions, 
or commbutions ofthe ect blo tte ſabMenee, duraſſipne 
themunderfuchweh ngethyunto'themh bythe Taws of 
weld; 'vis. Vithes, oWwentions, Wee, whithltitimates their 
mind not onely for the preſent, bu-forthefarure,” * | 
: Their: wiſdtſoink wel knowerk hat : thee: Reyenne -6f Tithes 
as ic:i-mokt ancenufortheoriphnitofift, utmoſt generallin 


practice, 'bottyfor triniesantipkiets, ſoit kth thebeſbwarranc 


from the word of God (not\sftly in'the'6k Teſtartierte/which: 
w_ (canedeny;'but-: 


6,15-xocrredbi-bt 


mothe new 
Hers/as T):Odrter0; M. 
a pagary i the Zin their revarifes of Ti ad yer nreuctby an 7) 
and froh\ the Laws of many Chriſtian ſpecially from 
Stitrutosofvur Kinpdome, e” whereofidgridute evidence {om 
irthebookvofthe learned Anti bon Jenvy Spehwan. 
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- be a ready plea for raſh/inpovators; and the-racher, becauſe of care Nine om- + © 


3 


ſo as the Parliamens. having cy, "Nap Qug] 
now. makes ſale: of theie lands, they," they cold provnile foo DT — | 
the- diſcarding of Tithes,,: weuld: by-the: ſawe. argyment; (cla- kSicydap Com. 

mour and ſlandey) pediently'and importunately prefle for depo- ment g-fol. 
ſiriqn ofthe Miniſtery. And we ſee how they-take ypon them 73,7 - 
with equallconfidence and diligence, nat onely tg write, but 3 d Bonerun, quice-- 
publikely; t@ diſpuce rr mori" beth. ' 93 communious = 
_ +; That. if rights, ſo -ficmely ſet yper-ſo many ſolid foundati- &bumaritats 
ons, ſhould be ſupplanted, it. would much weaken the tenure © prin ef * 
or title that anymen bard-ro. his lands, or goods, andi would gpraoien: 


the manner of the Anabaptills preccedings, wha: began.their ner equales,&n | 
claime pf fohyiftian liberty with a >relazatian of Tithes, and: & conditions tir? 
went 0a to teke aff the lnrerdifii os reffraint.in buoys » fin, Tei 3 Pome F 
and fewling, wherein they-would  2llow:acither Nobiluy,:nor4;y mt 
Gentry, any Rect prividedge then the menndt peaQor, And as Ibid, fol.64. © 
their principles were-looſe; fe wete their pradiices licentious, for prope Suew. | 
theyhald.a © comnuniy af geedss. pad equali/y af eftates ; 5 Wheren.* yy ry 3 
»por the! GCommen: people pat orar Matir, warkss! and: whatſoever gr qo a; 
406 ed ale ders: aro Sorta. TERS 
tors defiftexer, E994 93ſt; ie ehrenes id allis quiabndiboit' eliein vitic ac erites HAT vY 
allol. 10. princip, [4] 3 they P”. 
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touching the alienation of T 1TH xs. © 5 


forother commodities. ' Whereas a'rate in money which is conn 
petent. in ſome places, and-at ſome times, is incompetent in 
others, ſuch is the change both of monies and necefſaries bought 
with money. For money, the time was when an ounce of filyer 
now-at-5.S. was valued but at 20, d. Sointhe Act of Parliament 
inthe third of Zdward the ficlt ,.,Cokes, Inſtir, part 2. p. 410. 
When 20 markes a year was. enough hononrably.to'maintaine a 
Student at the Innes of Court. Forteſcxe is his Commentary on 
the Lawes of England, c. 49. p.114. And this was held fo oreat 
a charge as was tobe borne onely by-the ſonnes of Noblemen, 
and therefore they. onely, ſaith the ſame; Author, ſtudytd the 
Lawes .in -thoſe Itines, .7bid. And of oldthe; Revenues fir- for a 
Knight was rated to 20. |, a yeare, of a Baron to 400. marks a Yicavis per- 
a year, and ofan Earle 400. 1. a year : Cokes Inftit. 1.. 2.c. 3. petuum ftipendi- 
SeR. 95. fol. 69. and Lindwoodin his provinciall Conſtitutions #7 44ing; mar-. 
notes upon the rate of .2 Vicarage { for ſuch bythe fraud and ra- © fatuitur, 
- | : PR R261 ay miſe in partibus 
pine pf the ſuperior Popiſh: Cleargy * were many times deprived aliquibus wal- | 
of Tithes, and put to penſions) that it. was to'be 5 marks in lie ubi minore 
England, -but in ſome parts of Wales they .were content with content; fintd. 
lefle, afterwards. their meanes was augmented to $ markes a LO wry 
year;; but ſome would not be contented with lefle then ro marks {: * | 
a year ; and, indeed faith the Gloſle, 5. markes was too little for 46.p.2 col.2. in 
Hoſpitality,” and other EXPcnces ; implying that 10 markes was Textu & fol. 
' ſufficient for all occaſions. ES ;, 47.p.col1. 
...,,2 As for money, ſo.for commodities to be bought with it, the ys gloſ. lite. 
SITY Sl wich ; 9. Augmentatio:. 
Prices have been very various;In the Þ Staruteenticuled 4/i/a Pi faftaeſt ad 8 © 
ts & cerviſie, made Anno 51 H, 3. and Anna Dom. 1266, the Marcas.ſedta-. 
deareſt rate for a quarter of wheate (which in the middle. of the me atii gui non 
Kingdome is a meaſure containing cight times four peckes, I ren- /' _— 
.der at by that proportion, becauſe it ismore genearally. knowne;) NG = 
was 12+S. the cheapeſt x; 5. ſo that betwixt theſe two extreames 5; Marce now 
the ordinary rate migh&hc about 6.s. the quarter; And for other ſuſficiunt ad be= 
ct, upon them in a dearth in the:Reigne of /ifalitatem &! 


tj 
#1 


our A /; 


"xT, 


foxes pigeons a peny, fothat whoſoever (21d nhove ftowti forfoir thei 
na ut King. Dan, Hiſt. .2,p.209. And I welt remember that 

not very many yeares 2goe there was 2 controvetrſie brought be» 
fore the commiffioners of charitable uſes inCheſhire; wherein was 
diſcovered thecheapneſie of thingsin former times: the caſe was 
thus. There'was # legacy of tweiity markesgiven'to the pariſh 

of Wood-church'in that County to bny oxen to tiffehegronund 

of poore men, with which ſmall ſumme ar the rime of the dona- 
rion, (about ſevenſcore yeares before ) were bought no fewer 
then twenty yoke of oxen; which becauſe and wird mag were 

not able'fo to' keep thatthey might be ftrong ro labonr, it was 
thought fit'to ſelf rhem andto- buy in theirſtead as 'many milch 

.: kineasche.mony would reach unto, which were to be hired at a 
- tow rate to ſuchaswere not able to buy ſuch catteMf for them- 
ſelves. But it is yet a cheaper price we read of in Eavardthefirlt 

. his dayes, when by Sr. 7eftmr.' an oe was to be ſold batat 
-- 5.6, ſoirtthe13® yeareof Edrard then. cited in Cokes Inftit, 
t 2:p.410,How rates are raiſed in the preſent age(whether by . 

arcity of things, or by the increaſc'of people, or multiplication 

of coyne, or all) is not.unknowne to any, and too muck experi- 
mentally by many whoſe portion is too pennrious for their neceſ- 
fary expences. Nor is thisfgreart difference of rates, either for mo- 
ney, or for goods, brought to paſſe on rhe ſodaine, but raiſed by 
degrees; ſo that if the rule of tithingſhonkd be: laid down, th 
Miniſters wages muſt be changed,as Jacobs was in Labens ſervice, 
many times over,which would be xn intricate trouble to propor- 
tion accordingto ſeverz!l variations of perſons, aftd places ; to 
which inconvenience the maintenance by Tithes is' not obnoxi- 

- -Gas; norto/ any other, which may be compared with fuch as 
wilthardly be ſeparated (if ar all) from the ahenation of Tithes, 
That if any innovation be made in this "matter, -and the ped- 

> "ple be difpleaſed with it; (-as they will uickly be diſplcaſed 
—_P rare Fray. which pats them to coft) they will rake the more 
'_  bekdnefſerta@contemne irbecauſe it isnew,and for that it neither 
We - harh, nor is like to have fack a ratification of anthority, cither di- 
| '-  - vine, ot humane, by conſticutionor preſeriptian, as tithing hath 
'* wad; no; thoughir fhonld be ſuppoſed ro-taft to the end'ofthe 
© work; ForTibeawere paid 1935 yeates, almoſt 2000 yeares be- 


fore 
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fore Chriſt; SH Aunal.7ovs 1.p.25 Low, 41 8c{ince Chriſt (ex- 


cepting lame times of:perſecution) 'far the moſt-part of fixteence 
dre y fixe yeares; and.we cannot hope the remaining 
ape of the'world will/hold out-hatfe ſo/long. 
. To-thefe I could adde/divers-other conſiderations of impor 
cance, which-cannotibe hid from the: 
- of. ſage Gounfellars as ;thatmoſt [Honourable Senate-the Parlia- 
mcnt:confiltethjof;; which maketh mecconfident that before thty 
give aſſent to any ſuch petitions as are put up againſt/Tithes, they 
will-be pleaſed 40 heare what: the. Aſſemblie of Divines caniſay in * 


bundred.fon 


pridence of fuck a'multitude 


anſwer to ſuck'obje&ions, as are framed againſt the 


tence eitherof Seripture or religious reaſen.. 


m, upon pre- 


madverſtons: thePetition ofthe 


_-Commitrtee:of Kerr. 


" A Gainſt this, that which moved you to thinke the Parliament 
.& would take away Tithes, .was, that you'have read iin-one of 


the. aewesbookes, that the 


Knights and Gentlemenof Kerr pre+ 


ſented a petitionto the Honourable Houſe-of.Commons,againſt 
the payment -of Tithes nnto Miniſters, and -that .chey received 


thanks'fromthe$peaker.in the name of:the Houle for that ſervice, 
and that:it.is.held fatto bea leadi 
of the Kingdome. 

_ Y.oou-muſt beware 


ng [calefor.all other Counties 


how'youbelieve the newes bookes, for they 
are-many-times jgnoranmly and-mconliderarely.ergongous, or fal- 
fal&,.out of .an'ill affe&ion to-ſome, ;and apparent par- 
Golfe, 1iltcommethnotas fromthe Kojghts 


and Gentlemen of that County.inzommon, ;(ayho Iam eredibly 
iobmnad gar 80s 2 of un hr Dre 
Commigrenol es who il rhobelikethe Committees in ma- 
ny; places) axe !89t-all of-chem men of + 


| ſound, and .orthodox 
ker:for.matter:of Tithes, .nor tor-divers other 


Leners-of Religion, | 
3. -Hlow{oever ithey 


s 
(4 ” - PR 
eZ , _ - _ 


a-gagll>megning 30 ieſtabliſh 
YU tferwing Abs 


far: you 
£ouly - 
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a-rcry good manning toartend info. 1 


$ A reſolution of- "doubt, 
dowes and fatherlefſe children, as we ſee by the 8h propoſition 
of their new-projeQ-Tt will be a probleme (which'the preſent 
age perhaps will not beable to reſolve) who the Truſties in after 
times will accept torſuch'Minifters;although they may have cauſe 
to ſufpe chart ſome part of Kev? for rhe/preſent is not ſo'refor- 
med zs:icſhould be ; :Anabapriſts and other ſeRaries havitig miſe 
ted:miny'into adverſe prificiples;'not-'onely to- Tithes, but ro 
orher matters of moment,:concerning mans duty both of the firſt: 
and ſcrond Table; tu Vo hh 15.63:30H 
. "113+. For their exceptions 4gainſt the received maintenance by 
Tithesrhey.fay firſt;! in generall, That chey bewayle the ſad condi> 
tion of the Country, in:yeſpett:of the uncertaine floting, - and wife- 
rable condition of the Miniſtry, occaſioned by the very nature , man- 
ner, and adjunfts of the way if Tiithet';-which the experience of thus 
many ages doth plainly evince tabe.miiſerably'attended with theſe en- 


ſning miſchiefes, | | EA 
TowhimTanfwer 7 on I I ORD GON 

"That the miſerable'andfloting condition of the Miniſtry pro-._ 
ceeds not from the nature,manner or adjunds of their fabſiene 
by way of Tithes.; -nor doth the experience of thus many ages 
(that-1s, of the precedent ages hitherto) evince ſo much; for God 
(who is omniſcient, and therefore cannot-but foreſee all ſubſe- 
nent inconveniences for many hundred yeares to come!) eſtabli- 
ed that meanes.to be altanding and ſettled maintenance for 
his ſervice ; and the miſery of the Miniſtry proceeds not fromithe 
nature or-minner of Tithes(which to affirme may ſeem to coaſt 
'r09 neeretheir conceipt- who imagine God-'to be the author of 
ſiane) but from the ill conſciences of men, who-make'no ſcru- 
-ple to rob God of his right, Malach. 3.'(for Tithes are his por- 
tion, Levit, 27:3 DT Miniſters may fiiffer yery much in the 
Preſent ag&,becauſe there bemany Anabaptifticall ſeAaries( from 
- which Kent is'not more freebut as ſome fay;more infeed then 

ſome other Counties)who take up iitiportunate Elainokrs againſt | 
Tithes as Antichriſtian- ahd Jewiſh; and there will bethe more 
by the countenance they may have from ſuch a' petition ; and 

ſuch petitioners; becauſe divers of thei; are of poo reputation, 
not onely for weakthybutfor their wiſedome and learning well 
afecked t0-Raliion ct ehe-Pgrliinint ; "104 T belrve i the 
CALNCT 
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touching the alienation of T'1T Bs. 9 


father, becauſe ſome godly miniſtc:s have expreſſed. their appro- 
bation both of ic & them, though therein I conceive they ſhewed 


more of-the ſimplicity of the dove then of the wiſedome ofthe 
ſcxpents for albeit ther meaning might be ſo to gather the Tithes, , 
and to put them into fach hands, as might be rather for the Mi- © 


niſters: eaſe then for their loſſe, no man can prophelie that ſo 
good a ſpirit will deſcend upon their ſucceſſors, nor how croſſe 
they may prove to ſuch a Chriſtian Intention. 
2, For the particular cxceptions,they ſay; firſt, That for the na- 
ture of this ſnbſuſtence it 5 a very.myſtery, and (ecret, not eafily With- 
out much art and 1nduſtry attained unto ; namely for the Miniſter 
to know his nes demandable, or the pariſhioners their dues payable ; 
whence ariſeth that multitude of ſcandalous and vexations [unites and 
brables betwixt Miniſters and people, which doth fill allthe Conrts 
at Weſtminſter, and other the Tuſtice-ſittings in the Conntry like= 
wiſe With cauſes mm thu kinde. oem eo re ons 
In this charge there be two particulars. contained , firſt, 
of the difficulty of knowing the right of Tithes ; ſecondly, of 
the vexatious ſuites raiſed bertwixt paſtors and people upon that 
round. _ afro nts 
"" For the firſt, It is a very ſtrange myſtery, that after ſo many 
hundred yeares of Tithing it ſhould not yer be knowne what it 
is ; bur I doubt not but in this caſe the right is better knowne 
unto Miniſters that ſhould receive Tithes, then acknowledged 
by the people that ought to pay them; And' how can they ſer 
np their new deſigne upon the old foundation of Tithing, as 
they projeR it, if it cannot be-knowne what is the Miniſters de- 
mandable due, what the peoples payable duty : that modell is 
more like to be a myſtery which they propound, ſince it was ne- 
ver heard of in this Kingdome untill they had deviſed it ; and as 
like it is to prove a miſery to Miniſters, if their portion ſhould 
- come into-no better hands then moſt of theirs,who have periti- 
oned againſt Tithes ſince this Scflion of the Parliament. 

And ſecondly, for the multitude of ſcandalous and vexatious 
ſaites, they make no_more againſt the Right of Tiches, then a- 
gainſt borrowing and lending, buying and felling, letting. of 
leaſes, ſetling icheritances,. Joyntures, 8c.” upon which titles 
are ſer the greateſt number TI ; 9 for ſuites for TI. 
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Qo 1 H-Reſotutionof a" Doubt 


Sf HE Haw TBD; right at SSWath thetti's br _ to recy> 
verthat right ; ahd'for the ſuites thar wete orcaidhed thereby, 
kf are neither ſo many as is here preſented; tiorſoſrandatons 
for the ? liſters art,for chey my be imp ned Ad Ae -old avarict 
of wottd et men, Who being of xy init to” thie 
'Apoltle;t rake? it {that} barg aifre to Nba AHA tarhall for the 
 Mioifters fpiritndll things; vitps Mhepathy 2 the new principles 
and praQtiles of ſuch inreafortib e reformers, as tmaginethey-arc 
never fatre enough removed from! vne extreaihe nmntil] rhey ar- 
rive at the. drher, accouticing al alf* ſuperſtitipusin poifr 6fTithing, 
that att nor | f{erulepions, * ek of 
2, For the manner of it, refpefting eirhey the eAtlefling or pay- 
ment of Tithes, it. a wutuall ſconrge in the hand of Miniſters and 
people eachto other, if eith?r or es (.4: as too ofren i it s POPpEng ) prove 
covetous or troſſe, 

If it be. a mutuall Ce e-1t would well bieoins thc wiſe. 
dong of theſe Comtdittee-men to: eriquite where the right is, 
and who doth the;wrong, and to projet a way how the wrong- 
doer may be made to t6e right and ro give due fatisfaRion to 
ſuch as {uffer wee an undeſerved ſcourge, and] ies when our 
peformarion is SrowH {Sto fuck; a competent degree of ſtrength 
and ſtature as Ao icmay quir the ſervice of Conntty Commit- 
tees, there will beno ore cauſe of ſnch a complaint then for 
mariy hundred yeates! keterofore there hath beer. 

3. For its, Feuzl (that 1s-of the maintenance by Tithes)' the 


wiſchiefes of th them: £1 Mr innumerable; if the pra, of 
.onely one be but conſidered; namely, in the unreaſonable proportion 


. of. Tin (444 values L Churches fo whic h they are belonging,” whence 


eſe inſeparable evils. 

By What, new-found Logick will you frame'ſuch an InduRi- 
on, ,as from one arficaſat to. inferre inntimerable miſ- 
chiefes,” particularly rom the. diſproportion of livings'* Yoh 
ſeemeto thinke otherwiſe, where you ſay in. your 8® propoſitt- 
on, that in. the diſtribution of the revenues dor A miſters regard 


EL bad ie Gora he pero i fail, aide Ffo, 


Exfuinly, the ls difptoportior in deſerts; and: for 


ole fog. Ny * br the pteatneſſe of a Mini- 
Fans 35-y but for the dearnef & of his edticttion; fomehave 


ſpent 


F- 9 E 
; » 


pent many yearcs,, and a large patrimony in the Univerſzsy, to 
Site thei fi for the MiniNery; apd ſhould. not ghey be ſuppli-, 
ed witha more, liberall allowance ( ceteris paribus ) thenthoſe. 
who have been atſirtle expence both of time & eſtate to be duely 
qualified-for. ſuch a calling? It the | proportion pf parts, and 

paines, of charge both, Academicall, and Occonomicall,; be due- 

ly weighed, there-will be many more livings.foung. tos little then 

too great fora Miniſters maintenance ; eſpecially ifyou will al 
low him xLibrary. (fuch as a learned Knight thought neceſlary 

for a Miniſter) .of Coo, {, value. Burt if the proportion be unrea- 

ſonable,muſt Tithes be ſupplanted and their ancient Tenure abo- 

liſhed for ſuch a diſproporcion?muſt the foundation beidigged up 
becauſe the building, is roo high ? may not a tree, whoſe bran-. 
ches are t00 luxuriant,be lepped, and left entire in the bodie and 
roote.? when a mans beard is too long, will you cur off his 
chinne? that out gf doubt were an unreaſonable reformation. 

- 4, From; this unreaſonable proportion, you ſay, ariſe:theſe 
uhſcparable evils. 1 That moſt wawortby perſons , who by fa- 
vour or friendſuip or any ſiniſter Wayes can get into the greateſt 
livings, being once inveſted with a legall right of freehold for their 
lives, ſecurely fleece the flocke, and feed themſelves withont feare 
or care, more then to kgep themſelues without the campaſſe of a ſc- 


queſtration, whilſt others beth painfull and conſcionable both ſerve 


ſtarve, 


This is not (as you callit) an unſeparable evill from the 
proportion you ſpeake of; for there be ſome men who have 
had, and at this preſent have great livings, not by any fniſter 


wayes, but by ſach. favour and: friendſhip 2s. is ingenuous, and. 


jult, and who keep as great a diſtance from deſert of ſeyneſtrati- 
onas any Committee man doth within.the County wherein they 
liye, And if they carry, themfelyes ſo as to-be withour feare and 


care, and withour the, compeile ok.a: ſcqueſteation,” incheſein- 
quibitive and accuſative. times, they atemoretd be countenanced 


and.encouraged thea many of the wha. axeeprefeffed \adver- 
ſaries to them. But the marters-it-ſeemes, , that tzoubles youis, 


that. they are izveſted with.alegall-right of freehold for their lives, 


ard if they haye luch aright,' add Wwaike ſo. wanily.as to keep ont 


il? 
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Petit, 


A rſy. 


12 A Reſolution of a Doubt 
" 1t> would yort have allto bebetrnſted to the* diſcretion' and 
conſcience of your arbitrary Committees? Truely Gentelemen,we. 
are afraid to truſt yon ſo farre, asto give up ſach a certaine title 
as formerly and anciently eſtabliſhed upon the Incumbent by the 
fundamentall Lawes of the Land,as the right of any perſon to his 
Temporall eſtate, and toftand to your arbitrary diſpenſations 
for our livelihood ;- leſt Laban-Jike you ſhould change our wages | 
zen times : and if your petition ſhould take place,ir might prove 
of very ill conſequence in another generation, were you never 
ſo well minded, and it may be ſooner ( inthe next ſucceſſion: ) _ 
for if the Truſtecs ſhould be either proud or coverous, or pro- 
phane or licentious, -hereticall, or ſchiſmatical, the beſt Mini- 
niſters might happily be the worſt dealt withall ; and the right 
of receiving Tithes taken out of their hands might put them in- 
eo the paſſive condition offilly and impotent wards under ſub- 
tilland domineering T tors or-Grarazans, 1n name ſuch, but in- 
deed nothing leſſe then afſertors ant defenders of their rights, as 
Tutors and Guardians ought to be. And that our feare and jea- 
touſie is not without cauſe in reſpe& of Truſtees and Committee- 
men,nor ſo much of you in particular, of ſome of whom we have 
heard and beleeve much good, as of ſuch as may have as great au- 
thority without ſo good an intention, we fſhall'give you our 
sround out of the obſervation and complaint of wirneſles above 
exception, viz. the well affefted freemen and covenant-engaged 
Citizens of the City of London, in their humble repreſentation to 
the right Hononrable the Lords and Commons in Parliament af- 
fembled, in. theſe words. And here We may not omit to hint unto 
your Honours the exorbitant pratliſes of many Committees and 
Committee-men, who have ſuch an influence by meanes of their au- 
thority upen the people, they being at their Wills and in their power 
70 doe them a diſpleaſure, that they dare not doe otherwiſe, then obey 
their nulawfſull commands, without the inevitable hazard of their 
peace and ſafety ; through which meanes tyranny ts exerciſed by one 
fellow-ſubjet wpop another, and juſtice and equity cannot enter. 
The cryes of all farts: of people through the land are growne ſo loud 
againſt the people of this vocation and profeſſion, by reaſon of theſe 
grievoue oppreſſious that are continually ated by them, that in ten- 
erueſſe of affettian toward owr brethren, nat being ignorant or — 
ible 


touching the alienation of TrT es. 


t3 
| ftble of our oWne ſufferings in this kind, and the great di ſhonour ac- 


crewing to the Parliament therebythat we cannot but be earneſt ſui- 
tors to your mercy and juſtice that ſuch may be diſſolved. 

2, For ovtainment of theſe livings we ſee ſuch ſordid compliances 
with ſuch perſons as have the fatteſt benefices (as they connt aud call 
them) in their diſpoſe ; ſuch artifices in contriving, making, and 
colouring over Simonzacall and ſinfull bargaines, compatts, and 


matches, ſuch chopping of Churches, and reſtleſſe change of places, 


rill they ger into the eaſieſt aud warmeſt: and other ſuch like pratti- 


ſes not to be named, nor yet tobe prevented or removed, otherwiſe 
then by plucking np the very roote which natarally brancheth ont it 
ſelfe into theſe foreſaid miſchiefes, ſo obſkraftive and deſtruttive to 
all reformation. | | 

. Here isa great deale of aggravating rhetoricke againſt the great- 
neſſe of Church-livings. But why ſhould all this evill be imagined 
rather of Miniſters far-benefices as you ſay they are called,then of 


great and gainfull offices in the State? Is there not more care 


had, and more ſtritriall taken of Miniſters ſincerity and inte- 
ority then of ſecular officers? ſurely we are bound in charity to 
expe a more reformed Miniſtery, then we have had, who will 
rather ſay unto a Simoniacall patron as Peter to Simon Mage, 
Thy monze periſh with thee., Atts 8,20, then be Levies to ſuch a 
Simeon in making a baſe and corrupt contraR for a benefice. 
And for that you ſay, that ſuch prattiſes are not. tobe prevented 
or removed, other\Wviſe then by plucking up the very roote, whichna- 
turally brancheth it ſelfe out into theſe foreſaid miſchiefes, ſo ob- 
ſtrufive and deſtraitive to all religion, Whether you meane Tithes 
ro be this roote, or the diſproportion of Benekices, or the right 
of patronage and protection, I cannot tell, but ſure I am, thar 
the Apoſtle cals covetoyſneſſe the root of all evill, and-ſo the root 
of that evill which ſometimes paſleth berwixt a Patron and his 
Chaphlaine : and may asfrequently,. and withas much.injury be 
found betwixt ſome Committee-men and Truſtees and the Mini- 
ſers of their choice, as any other.But as I am confident that there 
, will be an amendment on the Miniſters part, by the regular way 
of theParliaments reformation,according to the diretions of 0r- 
dination of Miniſters already printed & accordingly praQtiſed, fo. 


will it bee not onely poſſible, but eaſic for the State to finde out. 


(9]3 a 


Petit. 


Anſwe 
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a (3t means to.preyent prevarication. 0n.the.part of che Patron; 
bur if Tithes be removed from theis.ancientfonndation, and leſt, 
looſe to the diſpoſall of Truſtees or Committee-men, they will. 
be a more ready prey tor the covetous into whoſe:hands they 
may'come, and fram whole hands perhaps they cannot without, 
Brat cuinculty be-redeemied..- yo nk rs a {ty 
__ Laſtly, in thecloſe of this Petition, the Petitioners ſhew:great, 
care that. the Miniſters may be freed from the incumbrance of 
Tithes, to ſerve the Lord without diſtrattion, and to give thim- 
ſelves to the Ward. of God aud Prayer , aud to be onely employed 
to. makes reddy a people prepatredſor the Loxd; And ſo they may. 
do.if.they be 'maintained by Tirkes; for that means of mair.- 
tenance glves a man occaſion of more and better acquaintance 
with the'particular diſpoſition of his people, and it is his part 
to be diligent to know the ftate of his flock, Prove27.23. Andfor 
that trouble which may-be thought inconſiſtent with the Calling, 
of. a Miniſter, if his means be ſufficient, he may have a ſervant to 
take it from him, and eaſe him of it. I know a Miniſter whoſe: 
Benefice was a Vicarage, and his Pariſh ſo-large, that it was 
11 miles in length, and of aproportionable breadth, yet did ir 
not put kim to the expence- of one gay in a-year to compound . 
for, or. gatherin his diſperſed portion: TT 

Now for the ſucceſle and acceptance of the Petition in the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, to which it was preſented ; if 
ſuch an innovation had been granted for that County , it had 
been fitter. to have been made a Sibboleth, for that cauthe or an- 
ole of the Kingdome (for ſo the word Kent ſignifieth) as their 


| *Gavelhind is © v4 . hp 
a cuſtome an... Cultome of * Gavelkind, then to be madea pretident or pattern 


 ciently obſer- Of conformity. to other parts of the Kingdome, as the Newf- 
F ved in Kent, Book of the ſame week preſcribed that to his Reader. 
| Whereby the _ [But the anſwer of the worthy Senate was ſuch as may fur- 


| Jand of the fa- 


prog ther confirm us in our confidence , that they will {tl continne 
Ther is equally | 


| divided mono £0 De gracious Patrons of the maintenance of Minilters,and that 


F- allhis ſons, or They - Will be more ready to ratifie precedent. Statutes and their 
E the landofa ,,,-:,, | F--51 | W769 MN, ey 
| brother cqually diyided 2mvng his brethren, if he haye na, iſſue. of his own, this w2s fo, com- 


| mon a cuſtome as appears by the Stat. in the r8..year of H. 6, ca, 1, that there were not above 


% 
_Y 
+ L% 
- 


© 30 or 4o p:rſonsn Kept har held by :ny orher tepure; buridune' 318.8, cx; 3. mary Gentled 
" men upon Petition gotatialteratida-thereof, ISIS SG MOT VL SOD UT DONT LILLY 
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own' Ordinance made in that behalf, then to diflettle their'te- 
aure which is founded upon them , and to make Miniſters arbi- 
_ trary Penſioners to fuch as may be ſo far ſwayed by miſprifion 
of judgement, or perſonall diſ-afteRion, as to deal moſt penu- 
riotſly with thoſe , who being truly valued (without erroneous 
miſtaking or injurious miſliking) may both by the eminence of 


their parts; and their faithfulnefſe in their places, deferve the ' 


_ moſt ample, and moſt honourable Revenue. Iwill give you their 
anſwer 1n their own words, which are moſt authentick, they are 
theſe; | GOLY, OY WNT? | | 


 M. Speaker by order of the Houſe of Cotmontdid give the Peti- 


tromers (the Committee of Kent) thanks for their former ſervites, 
and took_notice of th:ir good affetions to the Publique ; and did 


acquaint them, That the great buſineſſes of the Kinydome are now + 
inſtant and preſſiag upon themgand that. they will ooh che. Petiridn oo 


into- conſideration in due time , and that in'the mean tinie they take 


care that Tirhes may be paid according to Lav, 


s # 
. 


Bat there are ſome in the Parliament that hold the mainte- Obje. jt \ 


nance of Miniſters by Tithes to be Jewith and Popiſh,and there- 
fore they will give countenance to Petitions that are put up a+ 


»2inſt chem , and doe what they can under ſuch 'ritles to reridet . 


them offenſive to ſack as are truly religions, eſpecially to thoſe 
who have moſt power to aboliſh thern. | 


I. It may be there are ſome ſuch, and if there be ſome ſuch a- 4fy, - 


mong ſo many, it is neitheyto be thonght ſtrange, nor true; for 


fuch a number of them as may be able'ro carry the cauſe againſt 


the' continuance of Tirhes. 

2. For the tearm Jewiſh, it is miſ-applyed againſt Tithes, as 
it was by the Prelates of late, & is by the Anabaptiſts at the pre= 
ſent againſt che Sabbath; nor are they more Popiſh then Jewiſh; 
For the Papiſts,chough their people pay them, and their Prieſts 


receive them, yer they for the moſt patr holding rhe to depend -: 
meerly upon Eccleſiaſtical conſtitution; made no ſcruple of chan- 


\ 4 ? 
| Sa » ? . 


ging them into ſecular titles or uſes, as in Impropriations in the ' 


hands of Liy-men, and many other diſtributions mace out of 
them ſeverall ways, without any reſpe& to the ſervice of the 
 Santuary. Ncr is there any thing in the payment and recei- 
ving of Tithes under the ſtate of the Goſpel, which may J- 

| 7 > . DaDIy 


— 


a6 Reſolution of. a Doubt 
bably be ſuſpeed to have any-ſavour of Judaiſme ; L 
\ Smoke p.25. ſave onely the payment 0 Tenths by che Miniſters tO the King, 
> Vuod Eccle- 1s hath been lately weſl obſerved by MZ. in his ſecond Book _. 
Tek ep-ry againſt Mr F, 1 will ſet down his words, and ſcriouſ] 
Tiitatis cum mend them to the: conſiderati | 
Pepiſtis con- . they are theſe, in anſwer to Mr $. his 
conventret, Bell. Qu. What * are the | 


hs maintexance of Miniſters b 1 Tit bes? ein 
L +=" af and Popiſh nndenyabyy, 7 


x. ſecund Con- Anſ, Flow? {ewiſh and Popifh undeniubl 


þ-271. the Trinit ) Popifh, as Valentinus Gentilis zop 
: 200Gs pt ja ked. the doArine of the Reformed 
. - _ les : they agreed With the Papiffs therein, 
primitie debe- Sir in th 


and fhew your ſelf 
Goodwin 
f Govern- 


. 


ers others in my hearing ) that Mmifters of the 
el may hold, and receive F; ; 


ly Chri- 
the af< 
I Leviticalt Prieſts to 


on of the decimx decimarum, from the 
h Prieſt, toms the high Prieſt to the« Pope,and [rom the Pope 
e King ; when firſt Pope Urbane gave them to Richard the 
| 4gainf Charles the Frexch King, and others that 
ment the /eventh Againſt hing, as f Polydore Virgil 7e- 


And King Henry the eighth takin from the Pope the ti- 
the Charch 


n from 


— nll! : n d 
- 


F "- 
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rom him the tenths, and. ather. profits annexed. to:that tine, ubich.y 11. 
Tlie wpow.the Crovndy LAY Rt et [214k LIN 
the 8: ſo that the Jewiſh high Prieſthood bewg expired,, the. papalt, 
Lordfvip abalifhed, the Tathes paid anger. thoſe titles, may. be cal-. 

led: [eanifh and Popiſh, but not that Yohich u aſſigned for. the main- 

rexiance, of Miniſtets becauſe they are, yet. 29. dae ſervice to their ; 

Maſter, and ſy taxeceive the maintenance .of his; allowance for his . 
Work ; | mhichfelloW-ſervants- cannot tgke upan them to take away- 


without preſumption; their doarcneighbonr will not allow them a 
power to appoint the wages of their ſervants, mach leſſe may they 


rom the [1s oper of bs ſervice and. worſbipa fox that, u_rather Po- 
piſhzas hath before been obſtrued, * ..' —_ | 


'® 


dent, PreJacy..of. the Pope, and, fram him, ta, rhe King, as by, 
claim from thetitle,,Head of the Charch, crznlldecd Fromthe M;- 


| oatdrat5 ap ts ing or ate,.and puts. the, 
charge .upon;the Miniſters of: the Goſpel; who. thereby (1. 


But the Parliame likerh not char Tirhes ſhould Be Propoſed, 04; 
or preſſed , as many; Divines doc, both in Pulpit, and from the 35ir,p9.cope in . 
Preſſe, as of divige HO WER FEA they think tbe wror , bis fecond Re- 4 

6 Heoyunder a ixle.of & Port in the * 


* OEx Li] % L IT zArchb: of Can, | ? 

: . 5 ; 0% " ; ge A 18373 » eq i Yo ; Bi hes of > 4 
! , s o o. - | ” 1 - - s + \t# & wad F OY : # T1 } '- | . 
"Not gnely Divincsbat divers rhefa{ who re ti of VE 2 gogk 


-is cale,f.4.9.bs f 


ſome pf chem have;updertakentg:yioverhem {0,,26dfo anfwe 
allobxRions agajalt rhems which bow rthey_haye performed->d Wes 
4 hy SLEENIALEST. ALLE #* 15 
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$' * 2 if ReſWitiin of a Doubt © 


nt wi: rs'the jo wit dfiadiffettric Reader )0 wide 
tishors like thr (a5 Bork religion" end: rexfos will dis 
ate hrito mJ they Cn be the Toke wiry howt Emo 
them away, wo if that teenfe ſhould prove rrae, the | 
be fytind puilty ofthe fin'of ſacriledge; that they ſhould oli | 
hen; ani” thit they wiſl ſctioufly ſearch and* enquire into the 
oronnd $diogds 1 #nT while they arc itt 80fbt, That they will. 
reſolve df the Rafe courſe, which'is, not to ws ay for as 
we fiſt fotbear to feed of meats of which another Nirh, that 
hey; ate > ſucvifierd to idvls, 4 Cop.t0.18. (for his ſake that faith 
it, though but a private Oidiſtfanz)ſo if Divines ſay; and bring. 
Striptite #nd ceaſvHi Fok it) that” Tithes are dedicated to God, 
or by him aſſumed, firſt to himſelf; then aſſigned or ſer over 
by him to his ſervatits, for his work in waitiag on his worſhip, 
which 'rhiiſt be maintained'ro the worlds etidy it will be rather a 
reaſon for ther to ſupport" the renbre of Tithes by their Parli- 
amehtdry power,” HA any way ro þrdmpt or: diſpoſe them v6. 
deſert i 2 t liek thr right from Eccleſiaſtical uſes. 

"The feat factiledge hath been of firch force with ſome hea- 
then Moralilts; 4s P/4tci 6bRrveth in his Morals, that if they 
palled'down' a. houſe contiguousts a temple, they would leave. 
ſome of that parc ſtatiding which was niext 'uhto- it ; leſt they 
fodlT With it: thkt away" ahy* Parr of the Temple it ſelfe. 
| Whetein j REL, ſhewed any ſpice of ſuperſtition, it will be- 
WC ca zfdoh, or lefſe liable +to puniſhment at the 

dot On gk thich © Freny may expe if we proceed: haſtily ro 
”_ Fo left t hands upon any.thiny powatly entitaled ro his 
honour, Who is the *aithour afil 4$iver of all thirigs'to aſlmen. 

RD If the plea of i divine'right forTithes (ſappoſing it ſer- 

pet ththern 66 high 5 ſhould incline to- irritation in ſome to 

\  makeop ren fi then, ſhoul{nor the contrary $e- 
which, Pe 2 in '6dwHh too low ; :catling: 

| 4 "om Pb py an! Popiand that undeniably (as 
| +; |." "hath been _ rl pra can be proved) move others the rather 
| x6 retaiie Thetts, hd cobficm' them 2'ehicfly the Partiaiment 
hoſt zarhoriry is rapſt eng ado np ret ande- 
WT Wore this Rp kbanas Jinve! Mi 4-poltmon df them 
by 161 At LAY kd-16 nga piclſetipeivn ; -"{6P- uccorfing-ro to 


S & 


touching the alievatian'gf T1. E's: Jp 


the maxime. of the laws rhepoſſeſſer: ticles he, heſt #ntil be bee Longapoſſeſſio = 
fairly evitted ont of it» EONTIOGHT Sriaert yu 6 Dahon ona (ſcut jus )partt 
- 13+ If che Parliament doe not it their approbatian, of Tirhes 73% Unger 4 
come up £0 the tenure of divine right, they may. yet te willing gu vero domir | 
enough to eſtabliſh them upon other grounds,and legve Divincs xo. Kad..z. 
x6 thediberry of their judgment & conlienceare plead. for them fe5z - 
accorgivg to the principles of their own profeſlipn, as jn their x 
Ocdinantes made for ſetting up of the Presbyregial Government, _ 

though yer they be not ſatisficd of the claim of divine right for 

it, they were pleaſed to authorize ir by their QOcdinance » and to 
requice Divines to prepare the people for the gereption there> 
of by preaching of it, andfor it; ſo as both coclear jt, and ab 
ſure # (fo farre as they could) by the ſacred Scripture, © - 

And on the other {ide while they approve it, though but by 

a civill afſent, (as ro aprodentiall delign, untill they ſee more 
light, which chey look forip the Anſwer co their Queres propo- 
{&d-to the Aflembly.of Diymes) the Pxcybyrerians' who hold ig 
in the tygheſ} dtecma cake ;none offence that they proceed no 
farther, and profeſle themſelves rwell fatigfied wich rheir civill 
fanRian ; { one of che legracd Commillioners of Scotland hach — 
ſaid, in the name ofthe reſt tin theſewords; If thr) fall in 4... .. 
Parbamentary aud Legiſlutive way rſtablaſs that thing, Which. MG 
really, andin it ſelf agreeabte th the Word of God; thongh they dee minatios. of 
wat declare it tobe the Will of Teſs. Chrift, they are ſatefied: .- M. Colemans 

_ 04. If there were-np purpoſe to pur:down Tithes by ſuch as Serw- p-32433-- 
arein Authority, how commeth it to-paiit chat:;the Anabaptiſts 
arc more bold in Zozdos to take up2zipublique <0heehtargon) 2 
in&them, then the Presbyrevunso make :apology (for them? 
did got ohe MB, C.an Anabaptift. manage adiſpute againſt 
Moy. ./. of Ghr. and afterthat undertake another npoln. the 
ſame argument againſt M., Z.:Cr. and offered to proceed in. lit 
apzinit all oppoſition, which M..Cr-durkk not:doe, upon! pren 
tence:ofa girehibition fromagurhotity? 1011 15 (0753 ni; 

Anſ. 1, It is no ſtrange thing for men who have a bad cauſe 

ro ſet 4-paadface on jt , and to make-out wich boldneffc.and 

confidence what is wanting in truth of judgement; and irtagrth 
ofiatgument zi this is: oþſexvod ofthe Papitteoby a; judicious Au- Sir Ed: Sands 
thonr,wikom he ſhewetbtohugoboen fonvurd inthovfſys af dis £3992-Specnt | 
TOS L C 2 ] [puta Poe | 
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Lo 0000250" Torbittibn; with Wavieed and imparitere ſuits for pabliqhtd anitieiice 
| F450 : BR and judgement. And Bellarmine reporteth Out of Syrims; that'7s: 
aur fag - Corhlent a gteat Zealot for the Papacy , offered to: diſpmte with 
| | diſputandum + 61) Lutheran upon peril of his. life, «f -he fayled 12 the proof of hes 
F | enum qulovis -* ph a <p piae4 EU GI TINO 5 05% 4 to CLINCH, IN"16119 
j Lutheranoſtub | *. 2; Fort ERIE Roemer at thistime, 'and! in 
[ rap - this CGauPR, ahdthisDity, there may de divers conſeiiral reaſons 
| bus defeciſet. 19 P2bietilay given thereof, beſides the -generall already obſer- 
| Bell. ce Eccleſ.. Yed-# gon i GN EE ROT | 
Wi Script.p.423, v3 K\Beckiſetheyadvance in their hopes of a toſeration of their 
| SERY andto/promote that: hope they have been: ſo'-teady;to 
S$ob26 dn : military ſervice , with 'a deſigne- 6 doubr' to per 
that libetty by force (if they be able) which by favour of autho- 
tity they cannot obtain. WEte In of Dy CAR 
\ -+ 27 For this matter of Tithes, they might be more forward 
ro oppoſe their tenure, beeauſe iis a very:popular-afid plauſible 
argument, wherein'they-might/ bave the good wils- of the peo- 
if ple, that they might prevail, and: their .conceits that they did 
| © 0d natd> fo,(though they did not) becauſethey would be very apt to be- 
ll olumus facile Jeeve what the dar wax Sos may come to:paſſe; and it is not 
credine.. tobedoubred but: adram: of: ſeemitig: probability: will. prevail 
©” ,”  moreWith'moſt worldlingsto fpare theirpurſes, then” an ounce 
. © © . of ſound reaſsn.to'put them to charges... 
"2% +. 2, They: mightitake.ſome encouragement to diſpute againſt 
- - - -Tithes in this: City; becauſe - there; is a proje&'to change the 
maintenanteofthe'Miniſters ſerion:ifoor by many worthy; and 
well-minded Gittzens, which yetintruth-makes nothing: for the 
-Anabaptiſtsepinipn ,- who would'have Miniſters. maintained by: 
meer benevolenee; :for the Citizens, as they'intend a more libe= 
ral allowance then the former , (ſince they: ſee: many of. their 
 Chutrches aredeftitnte of . Miniſters ,, becauſe : their [Miniſters 
kave beendeftititecof means) fo.they. mean:that- it ſhall be:oexs 
tain, ſerled by Authority, and.not-left arbitrary: to the courteſts 
/- 3. For.the two.diſputes, the one managed: betwixt M. 3.4/1 
"HS and M: B. 6. the-other purpoſedbetwixt M. 7: Cr. and the fame 
Y i © B, Eabut diſappointed; it makes hothing» art al for the raking 
ES NAS Shae who. were 
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not poſſeſſed with prejudice, or corrupted with: covetouſneſſe 
againſt the truth, were much confirmed in the lawfulneſſe of 
ſuch rates asare paid in Loxdox under the title of Tithes,though 
indeed they are not Tithes, and of ſuch onely was the: debate at 
that time. =y ERIN E Fa. 
For the intended debate which was to be touching the divine 
right of Tithes,though ſome godly and pradent men thought.ir 
ſhould not have been taken in hand without the warrant of pub- 
lique authoxity, yet they made no doubt but that the truth of 
the cauſe, or ability of the man, who undertook the defence 


hat it was agreeable to the Anabaprilis principles to difobey 


| byaſlſed Readers, which was the beſt way to give clear and: ul 
. atisfa&ionto ſuch av. doubt. on which (ide the txuth is ſwayed 


'*-. * Animadverſions upon the late Pamphlet intitwled, 
The Countreys plea againſt Tithes, 


VF Er that you may not be fcrupled in conſcience(as you were 
+ & inconceit.) by a new petty Pamphler again{t payment of 
_  Tithes,, Which! perhaps May. COME hows ; Iwill give 

We . EIA bo "_- S * d% E311: 6 \ you- | 


v2 A Reſolution of a Doubt | 
you ſome animadverſionsupon it;which'may alſo be of nſe to 6- 
rhers as well as to you, The title of the Booke is, The Countryes 
plea ag einft T ithes, with this addition, A Declaration ſent to d,- 
vers emixent Miniſters inſeverall pariſhes of this Kingdome,proving 
by Gods Word and morall reaſon, that Tithes. axe, not - 16 to the Mi- 
wiſters of the Goſpelt; and that the Law for Tithts was a Leviticall 
 LaW,and to endure n1 longer then the Leviricall Prieſthood drdec. 
Wherein the Authors ſay mnch in the outſide, bat make no 
anſwerable proofih rhe infide of the Booke. They dire it inthe 
Title, page as a Declaration to divers worthy Miniſters in the King- 
dome, andin'the ng; of the body of che Book they preſent - 


ome Miniſters pretendiup to' prove Tithes dre by anthority of 
"i been XA dealing if they had printed thoſe pa- 


had anſwered them. We 
But for the confident contradiion of the Divine right they 
alledge, | 
| Io The novelty of them inthe Chriſtian tate. 
2; The ceremoniality of them, as being meerely Leviticall. 
3. The inequality of them in ſeverall reſpes. i © 

4. The trouble of them to the Miniſter. PENS 
For the firſt ; they referre the origivall of them under the 
Goſpell, for the author, to Pope Prbane ; for the time, to the 
three hundredth yeare after Chriſts aſcenſion; and for propfe of 
both, they cite Origer, Cyprian, and Gregory, at large withour } 
any particular quotation to find what they cite: #ntill which time, 
ſay they, there was community of all things among Chriſtians. 

But firſt, they ſhould tell us which Velen it was, (who they ſay 
began to bring Tithes into uſe for rhe maintenance ofthe Minifte- 
ry) for there were 8 of that Name, and of thoſe 8 (if Qriges be 
a witnefſe of it) it muſt be Y-ba the firſt, Anno 227 who fate but 
6 yeares,& 7 moneths, & there was not another Pope called /-- 
ban untill the year 1087, which was long after the lateſt of thaſe 
three, viz.Gregory,(Wherher they mean Greg.Nazianz. or Greg. 
Ny fſeng ge Oreguy ſuraamed,) the Great, Fiſko of Rome ;and - 
- O-igen teſtiti:d ſo giuch of Tiches recallee by Pope $4 2. 
* AS EFT _—CL 
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their originalmuſt be ancienter then ;ooJears after the afcenſ.- 
of; for that Y-baz lived not beyond the year 234, and Origen 
flouriſhed Anno 226.and if Tithes began when Chriſtians gave 0- 
ver the community of goods,as theſe men ſay p.2.in the name of 
Tertallian, but bring no proofe of it, then had Miniſters a pro- 
Priety in_Tithes as ſoon as others had a propietyof eſtate ;. and 
Hed 4t could not be. And that which cauſed this communucy, 
the perſecution of the Church (which reached to his age: for the 
next predeceſſor to that Y7ban, Calixtus was a Martyr ) might Tom-1. Con- 
yery well cauſe a ſuſpenſion of Tithes for all that time, ® cl.p.104- 
* 2, For the texxre of Tithes ; there be; 3 diſputable opinions : Pecime ſunt | 
1 Whether they be Morall; » whether Judiciall ; 3 whether:Ce- ra y nu 
remoniall, (there is a fourth conceipt that they are meere Alnes, oof propre 
which is imputed to ick/eff in the 8 ſeſſion of the councell of peccataſuorum 
Conſtance; but that admits of no diſpute ſince it is repugnant to prelatorum, ad 
all appearance of reaſon.) 1.,Some hold them Morall, asthoſe {ibitum ſuum 
Miniſters whom theſe men pretend to anſwer 5 moſt. of, the. oy Re 
Canoniſts, Marc. Anton. de Dome de Rep, Eccl, l..g. c. 2. Zepperms gant Seflion, 3. 
in Explic. legum forenſ. Moſ. c.10.and many Englilh Divines. Tom.7.Con- 
2, Some hold them Judiciall, as Bel. /ib de Cler.c.25.  cil,p,1016 col, 
| 3, Some Ceremoniall, as theſe pariſhiohers doe, Thene is the 7+ Artice 25. 
lealt reaſon for this laſt opinion. For Tithes were'taken as a tri- 
bute by God himſelte as the chiefe Lord ofall the earth, Levir. 
27, 39, whereby hec is acknowledged giver of all; and that 
it is in his, power ta curſe the earth with barrennefſe, and to 
ſtarve the creatures that live upon it ; and thts is true of all ages, 
, and therefore we. reade of payment of Tithes by Abraham, Gen. 
14. 2+ Heb. 7. 4, znd vowing of Tithes by Facob, before the Levi- 
ticall Priefthood was eſtabliſhed, Ger. 28, 22. | | 
Bur ſacrifices, ſay they Are ancienter then Tithes,2nd were long 0bjef?. 
before the Ceremoniall Law was ordained). yet they are not to 
| becontinned inthe time of the Goſpel... oh 
| +. - True, (becauſe rhey were. types. of future things $0 be exhibi- Anſwv. 
" ted in the New Teſtament, but Tithes have no-typicall intimati- 
on in their inſticution or uſe, being ſet apart by God for himſelte, 
andgiyca by him as the Wages to.-his ſexvants for doing his. work; 
which he aſfigoed to the Levites for their time, aud made them 
| futadle co. their ate dy geculiar ordinances, as New: 3.8. 26,27. 
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&C, Levit. 25. 3. 4-5. which expired with'the Prieſthood; though 
Tithes in 'generall did not; and therefore ſuch particulars are ng 
more to be urged againſt that maintenance of Miniſters in the ' 
New Teſtament, then the Jewiſh obſervations of the Sabbath 
againſt the keeping of a Chriltian Sabbath at this day. Wo 
3. Fot that they ſay of inequality in refpedt of impropriations, 
p. 6. in reſpect of tradeſmen in Townes and Cities, who gains more 
_ then farmers and pay no Tithes, p. 9. and in reſpect of the loſe 
* Which may befall the farmer, when he hath not increaſe to ar- 
ſwer his coſtand labour, 1bid. 5 UL INI 12's | 
+: Forthe twofirſt,it is worthy conſideration of thoſe who are in 


doen authority how to reduce them to' more equality. For the third: 


the exception lyeth 'no more againſt Tithes now, then in the 
time when they acknowledge them moſt in force; and when it 
proveth an ill yeare with the plowman, it will be well forhim 


 * » to conlider whether his unconſciohableneſſe in Tithes hivenor 


' procured a curſe upon his portion; according to the” cortimi- 
nation in the third of XHalac. 8,9. 4} 
And laſtly, for the trouble of the Minifter ; 1 It he'have but 
alittle Tirheic will be no great trouble for him to order it,eſpe- 
_ cially fince he may lawfully exchange it inte money. 2. If-he 
have a:great Tithe, it will beare the charge of a ſervant to caſe 
him of the trouble. And 3.. If this inconvenience could not be a- 
voided, (as well it may) there would follow farre greater upon 
the taking away Tithes, ſuch as before we have obſerved. 

. With theſe exceptions againſt this revenue of Tithes they have 
delivered ſomething worthy the accepration ofMiniſters,which is 
P.5-6.1t is the-defire ſay they,of al Gods people(& ſo it onght t6 be) 
that the Miniſters of the Gofpell ſhould have a ſufficient mainte- 
nance allowed them, nay not onely a ſufficient maintenance, but an 
abundant, a large and rich maintenante, ſuch a maintenance 4s they 
may live liberally without any other imployment but the Miniſtery ; 
Nor s it fiter becomming Chriſtians that their Miniſter ſhould live 
in a meane condition either of diet or cloathing,bnt as he 4s more ex- 
.cellent in calling;ſo ought he to have a more large & better mainte- 
Hance in thyſe reſpetts then others,for laſer the ſoules with [prri* 
tuall things,” the ward of God, the people oright' to ſetd his buay trves | 
Falilywith their baſe temporall things:andgn the next page ſay they; , | 
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fnd 15 it not a ſhame for arich and flouriſhing common-mealth to 

have 4 poore and bare Miniſtery, either in the generall, or in ſome 
particulars? + yet into ſuch 4 condition have Impropriations brought 
the Atiniftery of this commor-wealth in very many places. 

They conclude with an addreſle to the high conrr of Parliament 
for a reformation in this particular of Tithes, p. 10. and herein we 
are content to meet them at the barre of that moſt wiſe, pious, 

and impartiall Judicatory of the Kingdome, who, as they have, 
ſo we doubt not bur they will ratifie the ancient Statutes, and 
their owne late Ordinance concerning Tithes ; and whatſoever 
their title be in reſpe& of religion, the people may (though 1g- 
norant zelots hold, and coverous worldlings pretend they may 
not) pay them with good conſcience, for the State may impoſe 
them for the maintenance of the Miniſtery, as well as they may 
impoſe the 20 ' part, or any other part they pleaſe,to maintaine 
2 juſt warre, or to pay the debts of the Kingdome ; and others _ | 
may conſcientiouſly ſnbmit to ſuch impolicions; and hereto the * £15 legs -: 
moſt learned Divjnes of the reformed Churches doe agree, (*#f polztice) - 
(though the moſt of them, as they are miltaken in the true do- ar hug # «Y 
 Arine of the Sabbath, ſo are they alſo in this queſtion of Tirhes) denegant fotvere 
for albeit they mainraine their Miniſters while they live, and decimas, inveg- 
provide for their widowes and fatherleſſe children, when they 9% ##, mm qu- 
are dead, * yet they reſolve it lawfull to pay the 10t® to the po- ſion 
pilſh prieſts, though they officiate in an Idolatrous ſervice, upon ;y,, lee ſoles: 

the command ofthe Prince, or State under which they live. das ſancinnt-; 

_ This may ſvffice for this little Treatiſe, which, rhough little, qua ratione eli- 
if it had got been lefſe in weight then in length, IT wonld not #2 theologis 
haye been.ſo obſervant of the importunity of the Printers calling I Jo 
For my paper, as to diſpatch mine animadverfions upon itn the ſerupulo conſt. 
ſhare. interim of one night, betwixt riſing from ſupper and entie ſe teneri 
repoling for [lzepe, which yer-had been roo much it moſt readers pretendebant.e 
Were not to0 readily prepared to entertaine any Text that makes P9rficts eccle- 


6148 ; I} Oe FE ECLHILES. -; , 2s Saſtacss ſolve 
tor cheir commodity, whether by acquiring advantage, or ſparing © dnrimas ak 
.EXPTNCTS, Idololattie ſunt 


Now for your ſecondary doubt concerning the tpofal of miniſtri. 
| Your .ſonae, give me leave, Sir, to give you my ſefice fully ant Dower EXces 
 w-eteig* 7 #2 a> 4 4E ; CI ol þ Jn ,. 4 *&* e e 4 
_ freely in the caſe, | ; bs oy ata Sogn 
"op | c d IH Bula J Xercit,90.Þs 
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5 forhis ſupport, And therefore, 
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1. I ſeeby you and him (which I am forry to obſerve, yet I 
feare it is like to prove too tiuein all ages) that if there be not 
ſufficient and certaine meanes allotted to the labourers in the 
Lords harveſt, he is like to have but a few workemen to under- 
take it, ahd goe through with it ; therefore thoſe that 7uliun- 
like, take away the hire of ſpirituall labourers, make way, as 
much as in them lyeth, for the marring of the harveſt ; for either 


there will be a want of worketnen, or of ſuch ſufficiency in them: 


as may make the worke to proſper in their hands : hence is the 


. miſerable condition ofthe Greeke Church, . living (if not langui. 


ſhing) under the dominion of the Turkes, where their Clergy 
as they are the meanefſt ſort of men, (like Teroboanss Prieſts, who- 
though they were to ſerve inthe hoxſe of high places,Were the low- 
eſt of the eople.1 Kings 12.31.) ſo are they as deſpicablefor their 
1znorance and meane qualifications every way as for their po- 
verty , having no ſchooles of learning among them, and there- 
fore more like either to poiſon or famiſh the ſoules committed 
ro their caarge, then to feed and nouriſh them with a competent 
meaſure of rhe ſracere milke of the Word,that they may grow thereby. 
2, .But I ſeare no ſuch fayling of maintenance for Miniſters a- 
mong us, .as may occaſion ſuch a diſcouragement to parents 
vhat they ſhould not be willing to diſpoſe of their children inthat 


Vincent. Char- (.11{ns, for feare they ſhould ſerve Chriſt upon ſuch poore termes 
ter. de Ima2, 3 


as the Prieſts of 1ſs did that heathen goddefle, who were not al- 
lowed a new ſuite untill the 01d was worn to ragges. 

3. Yet if that were true which you reade in the weekely pam- 
Phlets, or which you had by report, of the likelyhobd of ptt- 
ting downe Tithes by the Parliament, T muſt tell you plainly as 
your friend, I like not your wavering touching the difpoſall of 
your ſonne; for if he be furniſhed with perſonall abilities for the 
ſervice of the Sanctuary, if he be (as Thope he is) a man of holy 
life and converſation, if he find himſclfe inwardly moved by the 

| holy Ghoſt to enter into that holy funQion, it will be a greater 
ſacriledge in you then robbing of the Church of ſo much Tithe as 
would maintaine him, to diverthim from the ſervice of Chriſt, 
and falvation of ſoules, through diſtruſt of the divine providence 
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4, T1 conceived you to be fo carnall a father /but I dare not 
thinke youare ſucha one) 1 ſhould rurne my ſpeech from you to 4 
your ſonne, had ] opportunity to ſpeake with him, and exhort x;cet in timize © 
him not onely to ſerve Chriſt, bar to ſater for him, in the words pater jacear, 
of Hierom to Heliodorus, rather to tread upon you, if you ſhould Þ*! calcatum 
lye as 4 blocke in his way,-then to make a ſtop, or to retire from fol- perge aero "i 
lowing after Chriſt, though in zeale and haſte he ſhould overtake 7,,x;yum wu- * 
the Croſſe; for in ſuch a caſe it is a Bud of piety (faith he) 70 cis evola. Hie- | 
ſhew cruelty towards our chiefeſt friends. ron. ad Helio- + 

Thus, as my little leiſure would allow me, I have endeavoured or: Tow. 4 
ro ſatisfie your delire in reſolving your doubt, and Thope that] +8 pietatic 
have written will reach a little further then you thought of, e- eſti bac re cr 
ven to the ſettling of your reſolution. to dedicate your ſonne delem eſſe. Ibid: 
to the ſervice of our Saviour; and to ſerve him upon ſuch tearmes ; 
whatſoever they be, as the Divine providence in the condition 
of the times ſhall put upon him, and ſo you have my advice, and 
you ſhall have my prayers for you and yours, 


—_ 


